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3ASABJIEHUE ACCOIIMAIIMU AMEPUKAHCKHUX CJIABUCTOB B CBA3U C
JIEJIOM IPO®ECCOPA TACAHA TYCEMHOBA

YBaxkaeMble KOJUIEr — PyKOBOJUTEJIM U IIPENOIaBaTe/IM POCCUICKUX By30B!

ITocne Hamero BeICTyIUIEHMS B 3aiuTy cryaeHTta BIIO, Eropa J)KykoBa, apecToBaHHOTrO Kak
¢urypanta «MOCKOBCKOTO Jiea», HEKOTOPbIE pOCCUIICKUE N3IaHKsI OOBUHMIIN HAC B
MOJUTUYECKOM IaHTake. HaM MeHblIie Bcero XoTeaochk Obl BRICTYIHUTD B )KaHPE MOCTaHUsA-
YTPO3bI OT 00ECIIOKOEHHBIX 3aMOPCKUX KOJIIET. MBI MOHUMAaeM, YTO KIEHMO «THOCTPAHHOTO
arcHTa» B CErOAHsIIHEN Poccun ciry’>KUT TakoM ke KpacCHOU TPSIIIKOM, KaK KOT1a-ToO
CJIOBOCOYETAHME «Bpar Hapona». M, TeM He MeHee, OT JIulla ThICSIYH 3alaJHbIX SKCIIEPTOB 110
PYCCKOM IUTEpaType U pyCCKOMY SI3BIKY, MbI XOTEJIH ObI MPU3BATh HAIIMX JIOCTOMHBIX KOJUIET HE
IIO/1aBaThCsl UCKYLIEHUIO IIEIbMOBATh U IIOABEPraTh TPABJIE TE€X, KTO HAXOJUTCS B
MEHBIIMHCTBE — JJa’K€ €CIIM UX MHEHHUE HE COBIIAIaeT ¢ MHEHHEM O(UIIMaIEHOTO PYKOBOJICTBA
BVY3a win naeonornueckuM KypcoM Ipapsiield NapTHH.

O «zaene» Hamero kosierd, gunosuora u npodeccopa BIID I'acana I'yceiiHoBa, B mocienHue
JTHU BBICKA3aJIMCh OYEHb MHOTHE, BKJIIOYasl WICHOB Y4eHOro coBeta MaKkynbTeTa ryMaHUTapHBIX
Hayk 1 Komuccun no akanemuueckoit atuke HUY BIID. M3BecTHBIN TUHTBUCT U
HCCIIEA0BATEIb KYJIbTYPbI BEICKA3AJICS O COCTOSIHUM COBPEMEHHOI'O PYCCKOT'O S13bIKa, BBI3BAB
BosiHy arpeccur B CMU u untepHere. Borpocs! cBOOOIbI BEICKAa3bIBAaHUI B MHTEPHETE
CTaHOBSTCA MPoOIEeMO, KoTopyto Komuccus 1o 3Tuke onpenenser Kak «ymepo Ajs 1eI0Bor
penyranuu yHusepcutera». K cuactelo, I'yceiiHOBa mpu3Baiy 10Ka TOJIbKO U3BUHUTLCS; B UHBIE
BpEMEHA MHTEJUICKTYaJI0B BPOJE HETo ca)xalii Ha GHI0CO(CKUI Mapoxo ¢ OUIETOM B OUH
KOHell. B 51oxy npou3BoACTBa TaK Ha3bIBAEMbIX MEMOB HAIIl KOJUIETa 0KA3aJICs. MUILICHBIO
OOIIECTBEHHOH TPaBIIM TOJIBKO 32 H300PETEHHE 3aIIOMUHAIOIIETOCS MEMA O «KJIIOAUHOCTH
COBPEMEHHOTO PYCCKOTO s13bIKa (yAa4HbII WM HEYJAaUHbIA NOTYYHIICS TEPMHUH — BOTIPOC IS
nyOIUYHOM TUCKYCCUH, a He I MyOIUYHOM MOpkH). BeIgBUHYTOE afiMUHUCTpanyei
TpeOOBaHNE IPUHECTH U3BUHEHUS (KOMY — PYCCKOMY SI3bIKY?) B TJAaHHOM KOHTEKCTE 3BYUUT KaK
NpOsIBJIEHUE COJUAPHOCTH € aTakyrommu npogeccopa I'yceiiHoBa kcenoobamu paau 3aliyThl
penyTauuy YHUBEPCUTETA, U CO3[AET KPailHe OMACHBIN PELE/CHT.

JUist BeyIero pocCuiCKOro yHuBepCcuTeTa ObliI0 ObI Upe3BBIYAHO BaXKHO MIOKA3aTh CBOIO
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MOJUTMHHYIO MTPUBEP>KEHHOCTh CBOOO/IE BHICKa3bIBAHUH, NIEPECTATh JCTUTh YYaCTHUKOB
IIpOLIECCa Ha «CBOMX» U «IIpefaTelieily, IOMHHUTD, 4YTO Ha 3TUYeCKY1o nozuuuto BIID
OPHEHTUPYIOTCSI MEHEe He3aBUCUMBIE M 001aJatoIIne ropasfo 6oiee CKpOMHBIM
aJIMUHUCTPATUBHBIM U (PMHAHCOBBIM PECYPCOM IMPOBUHIUAIIBHBIC BBICIINE yUCOHBIEC 3aBEICHHUS.
YroObI CTaTh 4YaCThI0O MUPOBBIX HHCTUTYIIMHA U PaBHOIIPABHBIM UTPOKOM Ha ITyOIMYHOM
aKaJeMHUUYECKOM I10JI€, KEJIE3HbIN 3aHABEC HYKHO pPa3pyllaTh, a HE BBICTPAUBAaTh.

B nauane nos6ps 2019 rona Ilpesunent Poccun Bragumup [lyTun nposen 3acenanue coBeta 1o
PYCCKOMY SI3BIKY, Ha KOTOPOM OOBSIBUJI O HOBOW TOCYJJAPCTBEHHOM CTPAaTETUu 10
(OpMHPOBAHUIO «AKTUBHOM U IIEIOCTHON S3bIKOBOI MOJIMTHKH, KOTOpast 00ECIIeYUT COXpaHEHUE
U pa3BUTHUE PYCCKOTO sI3bIKA, OTEYECTBEHHOM uTeparypsl U B Poccun, u 3a py6exxom». Mbl
nojiaraem, 4to 0e3 COTpyJHUYECTBA C 3aMaJHBIMU KOJUIETaMHU B HAILIEM JIMIIE ATOM 01aropoJHOi
LEJIN TIOCTUYb 32 PyOeKOM HEBO3MOXKHO. MBI TPUBETCTBYEM JICKIAPAIIUIO O COTPYAHUYECTBE,
03BYYEHHYIO HAa CAMOM BBICOKOM I'OCYIapCTBEHHOM ypoOBHE. IIpy 3TOM KOHCTPYKTUBHBINA JUAIOT
BO3MOYKEH UCKIIIOUUTENBHO MTPH B3aMMHOM YBa)KEHHH 0a30BBIX IIEHHOCTEH, CPEIN KOTOPBIX
yBa)KE€HHE aKaJeMUYeCKONH CBOOOIbI M YEIOBEUECKOTO JOCTOUHCTBA SABIISIOTCS
OCHOBOIIOJIOKHBIMU. ECiIM yroHO, 3TO U €CTh IPaMMaTHKa HAIIKUX OTHOLIEHUH, BCE OCTAJILHOE
SBIISICTCS HEJOMYCTHUMOM OIINOKOM.

P.S. Hame 3asiBnenue ObII0 HaMmucaHo A0 myoaukanuu OTKPHITOro mucbMa
npenogasateneil BIID Yuénomy cosery HIY BIID Ha caiite «Oxa MockBb» 13
HOS0pPs. MBI MOHOCTBIO MOJACP>)KUBAEM H3JI0KEHHBIC B HEM TE3HCHI B CBS3H C
HEO0XOIUMOCTBIO 3aIIUTHI AKaZIEMUYECKHX CBOOO/.

[Tpoceccop Maiikn Baxrens, [Ipunctonckuii ynusepcuret. [Ipesunent AATSEEL.

[Tpocpeccop IMadpuanna Cadppan, Crandopackuilt yausepcuteT. MI30paHHbIi Pe3uIeHT
AATSEEL.

ITpodpeccop Mapk Jlunosenxwuii, Konymouiickuii yuusepcuret. [Tou€THbIN npe3ueHT
AATSEEL.

ITpodeccop IOpwuii Jlesunr, YHuepcuteT Hanbxaysu, Kanajga. [IporpaMMHbIil AUpeKTOp
koHdepeHuun AATSEEL, npeficefaresib KoMuTeTa 1o myOIuKalysim.
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A STATEMENT OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF SLAVIC
AND EAST EUROPEAN LANGUAGES IN CONNECTION WITH PROFESSOR
GASAN GUSEINOV

Esteemed colleagues, administrators and teachers at Russian universities,

After our letter in defense of Egor Zhukov, a student of the Higher School of Economics who
was arrested in connection with the “Moscow affair,” certain Russian publications accused us of
political blackmail. We certainly do not want our comments to be construed as a threatening
letter from abroad. We are well aware that the tag of “foreign agent” in today’s Russia has an
effect not unlike “enemy of the people” did in an earlier epoch. Nonetheless, on behalf of more
than one thousand western experts on Russian language and literature, we would like to urge our
distinguished colleagues not to give in to the temptation of stigmatizing and persecuting those
who are in the minority, even if the minority opinion does not coincide with the opinion of the
official administration of a given institution of higher learning or with the ideology of the party
in power.

Much has been said recently about the “case” of our colleague Gasan Guseinov, a philologist and
professor at the Higher School of Economics. Among those who have expressed their views
publicly are members of the Academic Council of the Humanities Department and of the
Committee for Academic Ethics of the National Research University of the Higher School of
Economics. A well-known scholar of linguistics and culture, Guseinov spoke out about the state
of the contemporary Russian language. His comments called forth a wave of aggression on social
media and on the internet. The Committee on Ethics deemed Guseinov’s freedom of expression
on the internet a problem that is “damaging to the reputation of the University.” Fortunately,
Guseinov has only been told to apologize; in earlier days intellectuals like him would have been
placed on the “philosopher’s steamship” and given a one-way ticket out of the country. In the era
of so-called memes our colleague has found himself the target of public persecution only for
inventing a meme — easily remembered — about the “cesspool” of the contemporary Russian
language. (Whether this term is accurate or not should be a question of public discussion, not of
public flagellation.) In this context, the demand for an apology — to whom? to the Russian
language? — sounds like an attempt to defend the University’s reputation by expressing
solidarity with xenophobes who have attacked professor Guseinov. It creates an extremely
dangerous precedent.



It would be very important for a leading Russian university to display a genuine commitment to
freedom of expression, to cease dividing people into “our own” and “traitors,” to remember that
provincial universities that are less independent and possess far more modest administrative and
financial resources take their lead from the ethical stance of the Higher School of Economics. In
order to become a part of world institutions and an equal player on the public academic stage, it
is essential to tear down the iron curtain, not to build it up.

At the beginning of November 2019, the president of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin led
a meeting of the Council on the Russian Language, in which he announced a new governmental
strategy for the formation of “an active and holistic language policy to assure the preservation
and development of Russian language and literature both in Russia and beyond its borders.” We
presume that without the cooperation of Western colleagues — whom we represent — the
second part of this noble goal cannot be attained. We welcome the declaration of cooperation
that has been expressed on the highest state level. Yet a constructive dialogue is possible only
when there is a mutual respect for basic values, among which the respect for academic freedom
and for human dignity is fundamental. This is, if you will, the grammar of our relationship;
anything else would be an unacceptable mistake.

P.S. Our letter was written before the publication of the open letter from the teachers of
HSE that appeared in “Echo Moskvy” on 13 November. We fully support the view of
academic freedom expressed there.
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